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August 5, 2015 
 
The Honorable Ali Saleh, President 
Gateway Cities Council of Governments 
16401 Paramount Boulevard 
Paramount, California 90723 
 

Prioritizing Funding for Active Transportation in Potential Sales Tax 
 
Dear President Saleh and Board Members, 
 
The Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition (LACBC) works to make all communities in Los Angeles 
County healthy, safe and fun places to bike and walk. We work with many of your member 
jurisdictions to plan and implement active transportation projects and programs to encourage and 
educate residents to bike and walk safely. In our work with cities and partner organizations, the 
lack of resources available for active transportation has been a consistent barrier to greater 
implementation of safe biking and walking networks, as well as education and encouragement 
programs. We have therefore prioritized work to increase funding for active transportation at the 
federal, state, county and local level by changing policy priorities and pursuing strategic grant 
opportunities that leverage local funding. 
 
In Los Angeles County, 19 percent of trips are on foot or by bike, yet 39 percent of people killed on 
our streets are walking or biking. Traffic fatalities are the 4th leading cause of premature death in 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health Service Planning Area 7, which serves the 
majority of the Gateway Cities. Despite these alarming facts, only one percent of transportation 
funding in Los Angeles County is currently spent on active transportation. Over two-thirds of our 
region’s transportation funding is generated locally, primarily by three voter-approved half-cent 
sales taxes (Propositions A and C and Measure R). None of these previous measures dedicated 
significant funding to walking and biking. As Los Angeles County now considers a potential fourth 
sales tax measure, it is absolutely vital that this measure take into account the needs of people 
walking and biking. 
 
In January 2015, the Safe Routes to School National Partnership and the Los Angeles County 
Bicycle Coalition published a report titled, Best Practices for Funding Active Transportation with 
County Transportation Sales Taxes.  This report identified over $20 billion in unmet need for active 
transportation funding in Los Angeles County, largely due to historical underfunding. Based on 
best practices from other California counties, the report recommended that at least 10 percent of 
any future sales tax revenue be dedicated to walking, bicycling and safe routes to school. We seek 
to implement this recommended allocation across each of Los Angeles County’s subregional 
investment priorities. 
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The Gateway Cities Council of Governments Strategic Transportation identifies over $25 billion 
(current dollars) in projects for the Gateway Cities subregion, leaving your board with the 
unenviable task of determining the COG’s priorities for fiscally constrained revenue scenarios from 
a potential new half-cent sales tax and/or sales tax extension. As these priorities are determined, 
we urge you to give adequate consideration to ensuring that Gateway Cities residents are able to 
move safely about their communities, including first/last mile access to transit, safe routes to 
school, regional bikeways and complete streets. 
 
Unfortunately, many local jurisdictions in the Gateway Cities have not yet completed bicycle and/or 
pedestrian master plans and therefore we do not have adequate local project lists to inform a 
comprehensive needs assessment for the subregion. To make up for this gap in local planning, the 
COG needs to allocate funding by policy instead of project lists. The plans that have been adopted 
have suffered for lack of local resources allocated toward their implementation. As a result, 
improvements have been sporadic and reliant on outside grants. The potential sales tax measure 
is the best opportunity to address the scarcity of local funds for active transportation. We 
recommend that the COG allocate 10 percent of anticipated future sales tax revenues to active 
transportation. 
 
We are encouraged by the COG’s recent attention to walking and biking, including the Active 
Transportation Element of the Strategic Transportation Plan, as well as the new Livability Initiative. 
We also appreciate the COG’s new interest in complete streets, particularly along major arterials. 
Complete streets is undoubtedly a key strategy for making the Gateway Cities safer for walking 
and biking, however complete streets projects are identified and scoped with many objectives, of 
which active transportation is only one. To make the Gateway Cities safe and convenient for 
walking and biking, funding must be allocated explicitly for that purpose. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. If you have any questions, I can be reached 
at (213) 629-2142 ext. 127 or eric@la-bike.org. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eric Bruins 
Planning & Policy Director 

 


