
 

 
 
Date: June 18, 2015 
 
To: SFVCOG ad hoc Transportation Committee 
 
From: San Fernando Valley Active Transportation Stakeholders 
 
Re: SFVCOG Active Transportation Priorities for Metro 
 
The SFVCOG Mobility Matrix identifies over $20 billion in projects for the San Fernando 
Valley subregion, leaving the Transportation Committee with the unenviable task of 
determining the SFVCOG’s priorities for fiscally constrained revenue scenarios from a 
potential new ½ cent sales tax and/or sales tax extension. As these priorities are 
determined, the above stakeholders seek to ensure that adequate consideration is given 
to ensuring that San Fernando Valley residents are able to move safely about their 
communities, including first/last mile access to transit, safe routes to school, regional 
bikeways and complete streets. 
 
The SFVCOG region is the only COG in Los Angeles County where all of its member 
jurisdictions have completed bicycle plans. However, these plans have suffered for lack 
of local resources allocated toward their implementation. As a result, improvements have 
been sporadic and reliant on outside grants. The City of Los Angeles’s pending Mobility 
Plan 2035 provides an exciting framework for moving forward with a balanced, 
multimodal transportation system, if funding is available for implementation. The 
potential sales tax measure is the best opportunity to address the scarcity of local funds 
for active transportation. 
 
In January 2015, the Safe Routes to School National Partnership and the Los Angeles 
County Bicycle Coalition published a report titled, Best Practices for Funding Active 
Transportation with County Transportation Sales Taxes.1 This report identified over $20 
billion in unmet need for active transportation funding in Los Angeles County, largely due 
to historical underfunding. Based on best practices from other California counties, the 
report recommended that at least 10 percent of any future sales tax revenue be 
dedicated to walking, bicycling and safe routes to school. We seek to implement this 
recommended allocation across each of Los Angeles County’s subregional investment 
priorities. 
 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 https://investinginplace.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/lacounty-
bestpracticesintransportationsalestaxes_jan15_final.pdf  



These priorities align well with those of the SFVCOG, including safety, access to transit 
and regional mobility. We support the attention that the SFVCOG has given to regional 
transit facilities, including connected light rail along the East Valley and Sepulveda Pass 
corridors and upgrades to the Orange Line. We believe that the SFVCOG can best 
continue to focus on these critically needed regional priorities by addressing active 
transportation categorically and programmatically by dedicating 10 percent of revenues 
(approximately $300 million) off-the-top. Therefore, we propose the following allocations 
to active transportation: 
 
Active Transportation Program Recommended 

Allocation 
Tier 

LA River Bike Path $60 million Tier 1 
Traffic Safety (i.e. Vision Zero) $50 million Tier 1 
Regional Bike Improvements (e.g. Mobility Plan Bicycle 
Enhanced Network, San Fernando Bike Master Plan) 

$120 million Tier 1 & 2 

Priority Pedestrian Improvements (e.g. Mobility Plan 
Pedestrian Enhanced Districts, First/Last Mile, ADA 
Access) 

$70 million Tier 1 & 2 

Total Active Transportation Programs $300 million Tier 1 & 2 
 
These projects are among the most cost-effective and most readily constructed among 
the SFVCOG’s priorities. They promise to demonstrate early, tangible improvements 
should voters choose to approve the potential ballot measure. Given the limited funding 
that is allocated at the federal and state level—compared to highways, transit and goods 
movement—it is incumbent upon regional and local governments to provide adequate 
funding for walking, bicycling and safe routes to school. These regionally significant 
active transportation priorities will greatly improve the sustainability, accessibility and 
safety of the San Fernando Valley’s transportation system. 
 
If you have any questions about these recommendations, please contact: 
Eric Bruins, Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition 
(213) 629-2142, ext 127 or eric@la-bike.org 


